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Mylroie: Evidence Shows Saddam Is Behind Anthrax
Attacks

Jarret Wollstein 
Friday, Nov. 9, 2001

Editor's note: This is the conclusion of a two-part interview with Laurie Mylroie,
publisher of the online newsletter Iraq News and author of "Study of Revenge:
Saddam Hussein’s Unfinished War against America." See part one, Saddam Is
Behind the Terrorist Attacks.

NewsMax: What’s the evidence that Saddam is also behind the anthrax
attacks?

Mylroie: ABC News reported on October 29th that at least two labs have
concluded that the anthrax used in the U.S. was coated with two additives
linked to Iraq’s biological weapons program: bentonite and silica. These
additives make anthrax particularly lethal by preventing spores from sticking
together, enabling them to float and making anthrax easily inhalable.

Bentonite is a trademark of the Iraqi weapons program. Iraq is the only country
in the world that uses it.

The German newspaper Bild also reports that according to Israeli security,
Mohamed Atta, who organized the 9/11 attacks, was given a vacuum flask of
anthrax when he met with the Iraqi counsel in the Czech Republic.

We also know that Saddam has enormous quantities of anthrax. In 1995,
before U.N. weapons inspectors were expelled from Iraq, they estimated that
he had produced 2,000 gallons of anthrax – enough to kill every person on
earth. God knows how much he has now, in addition to his weaponized
smallpox and other deadly biological weapons.

NewsMax: So why haven’t we seen massive biological attacks on the U.S. so
far?

Mylroie: Saddam know that the only way he can survive is if others are blamed
for the terrorist attacks on America, at least for now. So initial attacks have
been small, but much larger attacks are being planned.

The Iraqi newspaper Babil, published by Saddam’s son, clearly spells out their
strategy. The September 20th edition predicted a three-stage American war on
Afghanistan: 1) air attacks, 2) escalating air attacks and ground troops, and 3)
a Vietnam-style quagmire and growing Muslim counterattacks.

Babil says during the first two stages Iraq will not publicly involve itself in the
war because "[Americans] will watch Iraq accurately and seriously. If we do
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anything, Iraq will be attacked, not just like the attack of 1998, but perhaps like
the attack of 1991 [the Gulf War].”

However, once we reach stage 3 – a Vietnam-style quagmire – Babil warns, "At
this stage, it is possible to turn to biological attack, where a small can, not
bigger than the size of the hand, can be used to release viruses that affect
everything.”

Again, this is what an official Iraqi newspaper was saying on September 20th –
before the first anthrax attacks.

Also consider that the anthrax attacks we’ve seen have been progressively
more lethal. The first attacks didn’t kill any postal workers, just people in the
vicinity of the letter. Then postal workers and bystanders were infected, and we
have a more sophisticated form of anthrax that floats around.

The next stage could be antibiotic- resistant anthrax, which Iraq can easily
make. The attacks are getting more and more sophisticated. It’s a clear
progression, testing our defenses.

NewsMax: Does Saddam also have nuclear weapons?

Mylroie: He has everything he needs to make several nuclear weapons,
perhaps more, with the possible exception of fissionable material – plutonium
or U-235. And he’s doing everything possible to get them.

NewsMax: Under what circumstances would Saddam use nuclear weapons.

Mylroie: If his back is to the wall. It’s called the "Samson strategy.” If Saddam
knows he can’t win, he will kill as many of his enemies as possible before he
dies.

That’s also when Saddam would attack Israel with his Jerusalem Army.

NewsMax: How would you respond to this threat if you were president of the
United States?

Mylroie: First, I’d do everything possible to minimize casualties and risk. I’d
ground all crop dusters and round up everyone who might be responsible. Then
I’d go after Iraq.

I’d bomb the Special Republican Guard that keeps Saddam in power. I’d bomb
his 40 palaces and anyplace else he might be. I’d work with the Iraqi resistance
to get rid of his corrupt regime. I’d do whatever it takes to put Saddam in his
grave.

The State Department doesn’t want to do it. Bush doesn’t want to do. But we
have to do it, and the sooner the better. The only alternative is to wait until
Saddam launches a massive biological or nuclear attack on the U.S. that kills
millions.
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