
MCMR-UIZ-H 7 August 2008 

MEMORANDUM FOR RECORD 

SUBJECT: Conversation with Bruce Ivins on 10 July 2008. 

In the early afternoon on 10 July 2008 I stepped out of my office and saw Bruce Ivins 
walking down the hall. I had not seen him since June and I did not know anything about 
why I had not seen him. I asked him how he was doing and made reference to the 
anthrax investigation but was not asking about anything in specific. 
Bruce told me that in 2001 (he did not specify the date) he had been involved in 
preparing wet anthrax spores for use by his former colleague Perry Mikesell who at that 
time was the person at Battelle who worked with secret studies involving Anthrax 
aerosols. 

I personally do not know the specifics of these experiments but recall reading about 
them in a 4 September 2001 article in the New York times, entitled "U.S. Germ Warfare 
Research Pushes Treaty Limits." I also recall how I reacted when I first read this article 
because I rushed to the commander's office to inform him that I was disappointed that 
these studies were performed under secret cover as several of them were justified to be 
performed with public knowledge because the world knew about the Soviet bioweapons 
that had been prepared to evade antibiotics and/or currently available vaccines. To not 
try to replicate these agents and test them against our vaccines and antibiotics would be 
irresponsible event though the studies would be controversial. 

Bruce went on to tell me that in 2002 Perry Mikesell "Drank himself to death." 

Perry Mikesell died on Saturday, Oct. 19, 2002 at Riverside Methodist Hospital in 
Columbus, Ohio, at the age of 54. 

I barely knew Perry Mikesell but hearing that one of Bruce's colleagues who earlier 
participated in determining the genetic basis of Anthrax virulence while he was at 
USAMRIID had died in that manner shocked me and caused me to be suspicious of 
Perry Mikesell. However, Bruce went on to tell me that Perry had told him that the lab in 
Ohio where he conducted his Anthrax studies was out in the middle of a corn field and 
he would have to drive down a long driveway to get to it. On either side of the road were 
areas where the Central Intelligence Agency [CIA} conducted 'studies' that involved 
blowing up bombs and there were burning wrecks left out in the field which stressed Dr. 
Mikesell. 

He went on to tell me that after the anthrax letter incident the FBI hounded Perry 
Mikesell and he believed that this cause him to increase his drinking, and as he had a 
liver condition, this contributed to his demise. He said Perry's abdomen was swollen 
when he was admitted to the hospital shortly before he died. As a physician I 
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recognized this as being ascites probably resulting from Cirrhosis of the liver. 

Bruce also told me that the FBI was constantly following him and had approached his 
daughter, telling her that her father was a murderer. He expressed outrage about this as 
he claimed his daughter was suicidal when she was 14 and would be very vulnerable to 
such treatment by the agents. 

I was very concerned about these things as Bruce had not told me all this detail 
previously. I learned from one of Bruce's coworkers in June that the FBI had made 
several searches in his office and home most recently in June but once in November 
2007 when they virtually emptied out his laboratory collection, which he regarded as his 
life's work. Further, the FBI had themselves violated safety and security practices during 
their unescorted entry into the suite. Later that day I saw Bruce and inquired about this 
and Bruce answered, "I can't answer upon advice of my attorney." 

This is why on 10 July 2008 his behavior gave me the impression that he was doing well 
and had put a lot of this behind him. I was shocked to learn from Peter Jahrling on 11 
July 2008 that Bruce had been taken out of the institute and committed. 

There are several unanswered questions related to Perry Mikesell and the work he did 
at Battelle in Ohio. Did Dr. Mikesell's studies involved making weaponized dry powder 
anthrax spores from the wet spores grown at USAMRIID by Bruce Ivins? And, if so was 
there at Battelle, the specific equipment and reagents that may have been used to 
create the aerosolizable powder. 

Further, was it possible that Perry Mikesell or the Agents of the CIA whose work 
occurred near by, and who might have had access to the lab space used by Perry 
Mikesell, travel to New Jersey during the key dates of interest by the FBI. While 
concerned about Perry Mikesell's involvement in the case, I do not suspect him. 
However, the proximity of the CIA to his laboratory may tend to implicate them 
considering how carefully the anthrax letters were prepared so as to have nothing that 
could be traced to an individual, i.e. no licked stamp and no skin cells on the envelope 
and no fibers in the tape that matched fibers associated with Bruce Ivins. 

Respectfully submitted, 

Arthur O. Anderson MD 
COL MC (retired) 
Director, Office of Human Use and Ethics 




