
Susan J. Thomas September 18, 2008 
-----Original Message----- 
From: Anderson, Arthur O DR USAMRIID  
Sent: Thursday, September 18, 2008 9:45 AM 
To: 'Susan J. Thomas' 
Subject: RE: Two articles re Senate Judiciary Committee activity yesterday (UNCLASSIFIED) 
 
Classification:  UNCLASSIFIED 
Caveats: NONE 
 
 Susan, 
 
Thank you for thinking of me and sending these news reports on the hearing. So, what is your 
view of all this at this time? 
 
An interesting point that hasn't been mentioned and the issue did not escape me.  
 
About two weeks ago the official noise about Bruce Ivin's case got quiet. Our commander had 
been visited by an entourage including the secretary of the Army...to inspect first hand our 
security. They were positive about USAMRIID in every respect. However, when our commander 
questioned the bureau investigation he was told to let it go. Further, he was told to squelch any 
"internal investigations or questioning of the FBI."  
 
I learned this when I brought to the commander information that I believe would have absolutely 
transferred the responsibility for the letters to the two agencies mentioned in one of the news 
reports you sent.  However, those of us who knew Bruce and knew how much he cared for his 
work and USAMRIID and how appropriate he was irrespective of any psychological demons that 
plagued him, continue to doubt the bureau evidence and wish that a truly independent analysis of 
the whole investigation, not just the science, occurs. In my collection of news media there is a 
statement that Dugway/Battelle were removed from suspicion because they turned in anthrax 
cultures of a different strain than Ames. Give me a break, Bruce's RMR 1029 started with spore 
material made at dugway using their fermentor. Bruce's lab did not have a fermentor and all of his 
cultures were made using shaker flask incubators which make small lots. The material Bruce 
produced and added to the Ames from Dugway was identical to the material in another Reference 
batch of Ames he made and that one had none of the 4 mutations. Therefore, one would expect 
that Dugway had Ames which had a higher frequency of spores with the 4 mutations than that of 
the RMR 1029 flask in Bruce's lab. 
 
The Congressmen are on to something by asking about Dugway and Battelle. It surprises me that 
the bureau responded that those studies were secret. Regardless, the existence of those studies 
has been in the public domain since September 4, 2001. The details of how these were 
eliminated from suspicion are very relevant to the case, especially with regard to whether they 
were scrutinized as intensely as was Bruce Ivins and Steve Hatfill.   
 
Best regards, 
 
Art  
 
Arthur O. Anderson MD 
Director, Office of Human Use and Ethics, Research Integrity Officer US Army Medical Research 
Institute of Infectious Diseases 
1425 Porter Street, Fort Detrick 
Frederick MD 21702-5011 
Phone: 301 619 4723 FAX: 301 619 1250 
E-Mail: arthur.anderson2@amedd.army.mil 
https://riid-vision.detrick.army.mil/human/index.cfm 
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