
Declaration Regarding                             Bruce Ivins PhD                                            August 19, 2020 
 
I am Arthur Osmund Anderson MD (COL US Army Medical Corps Retired) 
 
My Responsibilities at USAMRIID: 
I worked at USAMRIID as a US Army Medical Officer from July 1974 -June 1980 and again from July 
1983 until 2007. I was assigned as the Pathologist and Director of the USAMRIID clinical laboratory. I 
also was a Principal Investigator on Immunological Research aimed at developing the means to 
enhance immune responses to vaccines. My first 6 years at USAMRIID involved developing and testing 
immunological adjuvants. (I left USAMRIID from 1980-1983 to be a civilian assistant professor of 
Pathology and Biology at the University of Pennsylvania.) I returned to USAMRIID in July 1983 and set 
up USAMRIID’s first Respiratory and Mucosal Immunology Research Laboratory in the Airborne 
Diseases Division. I continued with this work in Disease Assessment Division after the Airborne 
Diseases Division shut down in 1987 and continued with my research until 1996, whereupon I 
collaborated with scientists at NIH and continued running the USAMRIID Clinical Laboratory until my 
Army Retirement in 2007. 
 
From 1975 until March 2007 I served as the Institute’s Investigational Review Board [IRB also called 
the Human Use Committee] Chairman. My functions in that capacity were to chair a committee that 
reviews for approval/disapproval all clinical protocols that use human volunteers as subjects of 
research and to make sure all this research met the ethical, legal and moral requirements of 
Department of Defense, and Federal, Laws and Regulations. 
 
From 1992 until my retirement at the end of October 2016 I served as the Institute’s Research Integrity 
Officer [RIO] where my responsibilities included, 1. Responsibility of investigating all allegations of 
research misconduct (defined as Fabrication, Falsification or Plagiarism) and prepare a preliminary 
inquiry determining that misconduct may certainly have occurred. This would then be independently 
investigated by a Command – appointed AR15-6 investigating officer; and, 2. teaching (face to face and 
via online content) a course on Responsible conduct of research. 
 
My Associations with Bruce Ivins: 
I first met Bruce Ivins in 1983 because I heard that he was interested in testing adjuvants to improve a 
vaccine he was working on. I found Bruce to be a good listener and a hard worker. He completed that 
research and his publication cited two of my papers on immunological adjuvants. 
 
I did not socialize with Bruce outside of USAMRIID but we would often have conversations in house 
about issues that concerned us personally or which concerned the institute or the institute’s reputations. 
I would visit his office or he would visit mine. 
 
In 1984, Bruce mentioned to me that he and his wife were adopting two children, a boy Andy and his 
sibling Amanda. I shared with him that my wife and I were also adopting a baby by the mechanism of 
independent adoption. This involved advertising and interviewing potential birth mothers who would be 
interested in placing a baby in our arms. We had a good adoption lawyer (Natale Reese of Baltimore) to 
advise us. This form of adoption involves risk and Bruce Ivins was concerned for us. Whenever, an 
adoption case got complicated and the news-media reported on a baby being taken back by one or 
another birth parent, Bruce would come to my office and express his concern or ask for reassurance 
that our adoption was OK. He expressed similar stewardship for Andy and Amanda, his adoptees. 
 
I did not know anything about the putative emotional problems that the FBI leaked to the media and I 
never observed Bruce behaving inappropriately. In general, he only came to my office when he had a 
serious concern, talk about our respective adoptions or just wanted to talk science and research ethics. 



One of the series of conversations we had were concerned with a book by Gary Matsumoto where he 
charged that DOD Contaminated Anthrax Vaccine with Squalene.  Around the same time, a bioethics 
professor, Jonathan Moreno, asked me questions about squalene because he was in fact reviewing the 
book that Bruce Ivins was concerned about. I found my letter to Jonathan Moreno that details this 
information. I was able to tell Bruce that Matsumoto’s claims were unfounded. 

In general, Bruce always seemed concerned whenever the media was critical of USAMRIID. In my 
early years at USAMRIID I also was concerned about this. It seemed a sort of prejudice where anyone 
military was doing evil and anyone with clerical collars was doing good. Such categorical thinking 
should not influence the good work we do to make the world safer for soldiers 

The Anthrax Letters: 
Bruce and I did not have many conversations about the outbreak of Anthrax in 2001.  

As USAMRIID was responsible for confirming the FBI Anthrax tests by culture (Bruce Ivins) or validated 
PCR Assays (Members of the Diagnostic Systems Division). The FBI was using these tests to 
determine if any mail, mailboxes or offices were contaminated with Anthrax.   

Dr. John Ezzell’s Bioforensic laboratory was getting inundated with samples. He had to move some of 
his operation to another lab, in a BSL3 suite. He hired contractors to carry out much of the analysis of 
specimens. They carried them from the hall where John Ezzell opened the specimens to the hot suite 
where they would be further tested or cultured.  

These contract hires often did not have extensive training in biohazard safety and Bruce Ivins was 
concerned. He mentioned that to me, and I later learned, that he swabbed the area around the 
passthrough box where the samples would be placed. To me this was not unusual behavior because as 
a microbiologist he had the means to reassure himself whether or not there was reason for concern. 
For example, Bruce tested drinking fountains and faucets to find those with the lowest bacterial count 
so he could use that water to make his tea.  

My theory why Bruce didn’t inform the commander about finding spores outside a suite:    
Around the same time that Bruce had raised concerns about Ezzell’s contractor’s unsanitary behavior I 
had a situation with Eric Henchal (who was my, and John Ezzell’s, Division Chief and a person who 
was in line to become Commander of USAMRIID. I had oversight of the Clinical Laboratory which 
included a clinical microbiology laboratory. Some of John Ezzell’s personnel had been in the Clinical 
Laboratory microbiology room and were seen by my microbiologist putting something in an incubator 
that is limited to patient care specimens. My microbiologist was very concerned, especially because 
she believed these were live Anthrax cultures. I checked and noticed that John Ezzell’s people did not 
have registration or approval to do this so I challenged John when I saw him outside COL Henchal’s 
office. John was evasive and I was persistent in asserting that proper procedure must be adhered to. At 
this point, COL Henchal came out of his office and verbally assaulted me – shaking his fist in my face. 
This was witnessed by the physician (COL Phillip Pittman) who was sitting in my office. Therefore, I 
could readily understand Bruce Ivins’ reticence about telling the Commander about the results of his 
swabbing the hot suite wall. Henchal referred to this as Unauthorized Swabbing. In fact, there is no 
policy stating that swabbing to test for bacterial or viral contamination needs authorization from the 
commander. 

Bruce Ivins could not make dry Anthrax spores with his equipment:                                                          
I do not believe Bruce Ivins had the equipment necessary to make dry anthrax spores in sufficient 
quantity to fill the anthrax letters. 



 

 

The lyophilizer that I saw in Bruce’s laboratory (B3) was a SpeedVac which is smaller than a basketball 
and has capacity to dry minute quantities of material in microfuge tubes. The device is so small that it 
would take months to years to dry enough spores to powder. 



Bruce Ivins did not have access to a fermenter of sufficient capacity to generate enough Anthrax spores 
to fill the letters. In fact, more than 75% of the Anthrax spores that were in the 1000 microliter flask 
RMR 1029 came from a large fermenter at the Dugway Proving ground. One of the tubes of spores 
from Dugway was contaminated with Bacillus subtilus so Bruce Ivins had to use shaking flask 
incubators to make enough wet spores to Bring the flask up to 1000ml.  

Logs for RMR1029 were altered and differ from the original log form given to Regulatory Affairs:  
This information came from conversations with my former employee, Dr. Changhong Lindsey, who was now 
working for the Quality Assurance/Quality Control branch. She had recognized that information held in the 
QA/QC records could explain how RMR 1029 was prepared, where most of those spores were manufactured, 
how much of the spores were actually prepared by Bruce Ivins and what other RMRs existed such as RMR 1030 
and RMR 1028.  

In 1997, the existing AVA Anthrax vaccine was put on hold by the FDA because of Good Manufacturing Practices 
problems at the plant. Dr. Ivins was one of the USAMRIID scientists who were recruited to do work to help the 
company resolve its manufacturing problems and enable it to be re-approved. This necessitated accumulating 
batches of certified reference material to be used in animal testing and tests related to potency of the vaccine. 
The reference material (i.e. pure Ames anthrax spores) started with a batch of spores manufactured at Dugway 
using their large fermenter.  

Bruce Ivins made small batches of Ames Anthrax using a flask incubator system, which had much less output 
than a fermenter. Therefore, numerous runs were needed to fill that flask with 1000 ml of wet spores. That flask 
RMR 1029 is known as such because it was closely monitored by Research Quality branch according to quality 
control systems of Good Laboratory Practices [GLP]. Bruce also began manufacturing, from the same Ames 
anthrax that he had used to fill RMR 1029, a second batch of Ames anthrax called RMR 1030. This reference 
material was also Ames anthrax that the FBI claims was exclusively under Dr. Ivins control. By the time RMR 
1029 was filled most of the Ames Anthrax in it had come from Dugway and only a small amount was the 
material was made by Bruce Ivins. RMR 1030 is what Bruce named the wet spores that he had grown at 
USAMRIID. RMR 1028 is a different strain of Bacillus.  

In addition, Dr. Lindsey was particularly concerned by the fact that there were significant differences in the 
heading information on the original RMR 1029 Log that was on file in her office. Most importantly was that each 
version had different locations where RMR 1029 was held or used. In the original log, RMR 1029 was to be held 
in Room 115 in Building 1412, but the working log said that the flask of RMR 1029 was held in the B3 cold room 
in Building 1425. There are other alterations to the working form that are suspicious. For example, in the original 
log, the Anthrax spores were in polypropylene tubes ( the form that they arrived in from Dugway ). On the other 
hand, the spores are held in polycarbonate flasks. Indeed, even Bruce Ivins name/signature/ on the forms 
appears in different handwriting style. These changes had not been noted either because no one reviewed the 
logs or they appeared during the FBI investigation. This conundrum has never been resolved. 

There are numerous additional findings that we have reviewed over and over again in the years after Bruce 
Ivins’ death, but during my time at USAMRIID the FBI never released Bruce’s Laboratory notebook. This 
notebook would be invaluable in helping to determine if some of the discrepancies have logical explanations. 
Conversely, it is possible the Laboratory notebook may reveal misconduct by the FBI in their zeal to bring the 
case to a close regardless whether or not they have actually solved it. 

This and many of the other Memoranda For Record, Copies of Emails and photocopies of documents I have 
included may help resolve some of these issues.  These findings and documents convince me that Bruce Ivins 



was innocent but vulnerable to threats and intimidation because of his self-consciousness and need for 
affirmation. 

My final meeting with Bruce Ivins occurred on July 10, 2008, the day he attended a conference in our main 
conference room. Before one of the sessions of the conference Bruce came to my office and wanted to talk 
about two things related to the Anthrax investigation. The first was his concern that the FBI was constantly 
stalking him and that he knew that the FBI had tried to bribe or coerce his son and daughter to claim he was 
guilty. The second was his concern about his former USAMRIID colleague, Perry Mikesell. Bruce had stayed in 
touch with Perry Mikesell after he left USAMRIID to work for Battelle Laboratories in West Jefferson Ohio. Perry 
had become agitated about what the FBI  was doing in and around the laboratory. Some of this was the testing 
of means by which SUVs could be blown up. Other concerns were about the work Perry was required to do. 
Three secret experiments involving Anthrax, if known outside the laboratory, could be regarded as having 
invalidated the US agreement to the 1925 Geneva Convention on Chemical and Biological Warfare. Bill Broad of 
the NY Times revealed these DOD funded studies that were being conducted at the Battelle Laboratory in an 
article published on September 4, 2001. Of course, what happened on September 11, 2001 may have erased this 
news from most people’s mind. Perry Mikesell began drinking heavily and he died of complications of alcoholism 
on October 19, 2002. Bruce mentioned Perry’s death with a look of grim hopelessness as he left my office. Later 
that day, the Police escorted Bruce to Shepherd Pratt mental institution in Baltimore. 

On July 16, 2008 Bruce signed himself out of Shepherd Pratt. There are allegations that he called Jean Duley or 
one of the other people involved in his mental health care. On July 24, 2008 Jean Duley went to the Frederick 
County Courthouse fictitiously identified herself and Bruce’s therapist and, with the help of an FBI agent who 
coached her (personal communication from Bill Broad of the NY Times) to make claims that would support the 
idea that Bruce was a danger to himself or others. On July 29, 2008 Bruce Ivins died of an overdose of Tylenol. I 
learned about the extremely high level of Tylenol in his blood from one of my Clinical Laboratory technicians 
who had, the night before, moonlighted in the Clinical Laboratory at Frederick Memorial Hospital where Bruce 
died. I have memoranda for record, document copies and email copies to corroborate these statements. 

Pursuant to 28 U.S.C. section 1746 I, Arthur O. Anderson MD, COL Ret., hereby swear, under penalty of perjury, 
that the foregoing statements are true and correct to the best of my information and belief. 

Declaration signed August 20, 2020 

 

Arthur O. Anderson MD COL Ret. 
122 West Third Street 
Frederick MD 21701-5333 
Phone 301-662-3166 
Email: art@artandersonmd.com 


